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(i) A person is not responsible for his 
conduct if, at the time of the conduct, 
the person, as a result of a severe men-
tal disease or defect, was unable to ap-
preciate the nature and quality or the 
wrongfulness of his acts. When a person 
is determined not responsible for his 
conduct, the Incident Report is to show 
as a finding that the person did not 
commit the prohibited act because that 
person was found not to be mentally 
responsible for his conduct. 

(ii) A person is incompetent if that 
person lacks the ability to understand 
the nature of the disciplinary pro-
ceedings, or to assist in his defense at 
the proceedings. When a person is de-
termined incompetent, the disciplinary 
proceedings shall be postponed until 
such time as the inmate is able to un-
derstand the nature of the disciplinary 
proceedings and to assist in his defense 
at those proceedings. If competency is 
not restored within a reasonable period 
of time, the Incident Report is to show 

as a finding that the inmate is incom-
petent to assist in his or her defense at 
the disciplinary proceedings. 

§ 541.11 Notice to inmate of Bureau of 
Prisons rules. 

Staff shall advise each inmate in 
writing promptly after arrival at an in-
stitution of: 

(a) The types of disciplinary action 
which may be taken by institution 
staff; 

(b) The disciplinary system within 
the institution and the time limits 
thereof (see tables 1 and 2); 

(c) The inmate’s rights and respon-
sibilities (see § 541.12); 

(d) Prohibited acts and disciplinary 
severity scale (see § 541.13, tables 3, 4, 
and 5); and 

(e) Sanctions by severity of prohib-
ited act, with eligibility for restoration 
of forfeited and withheld statutory 
good time (see table 6). 
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